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        The Department of Food Science at Penn State is one of the premier food science departments in the country.


        The Department of Food Science is Penn State’s home for the emerging technologies and best practices required for producing, safe, delicious, nutritious food. Our small-school atmosphere facilitates a warm, welcoming, intellectually stimulating, and professional environment.

Our work is closely aligned with the demands of industry and the needs of the community. We boast state-of-the-art facilities and world-class faculty with years of working experience in their fields.

Student success drives the department. Our undergraduate Food Science major offers students hands-on science with real-world applications, strong internship experiences, wide-ranging  scholarship opportunities, and excellent job placement.

Our graduate program offers master of science and doctor of philosophy degrees. Graduate students receive in-depth training in the core disciplines of food chemistry, food microbiology, food engineering and processing, and sensory evaluation.

Research is facilitated through core disciplines as well as following collaborative multidisciplinary signature areas: Microbial Food Safety, Food Choice, Food-Based Solutions for Enhanced Health, and the Material Nature of Foods, as well as underlying cross-cutting research themes of Food Quality and Food Fermentation. Students can participate in meaningful research from the first semester of their first year.

Meet our faculty, staff, and students, and see why we are one of the premier food science departments in the country.
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                            March 7, 2024

                            Teaching excellence recognized in College of Agricultural Sciences


                            Penn State's College of Agricultural Sciences has recognized seven faculty members for outstanding teaching in 2023.
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                            February 22, 2024

                            Lecture to discuss behavioral factors that drive what, why and how children eat


                            Kathleen Keller, professor of nutritional sciences and food science at Penn State, will deliver the 2024 Pattishall Research Lecture on March 20. Her lecture will discuss brain and behavioral factors that drive what, why and how children eat, and how these eating behaviors predict the development of childhood obesity.
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                            February 12, 2024

                            Sugar-reduced chocolate with oat flour just as tasty as original, study finds


                            The secret to making delicious chocolate with less added sugar is oat flour, according to a new study by Penn State researchers. In a blind taste test, recently published in the Journal of Food Science, 25% reduced-sugar chocolates made with oat flour were rated equally, and in some cases preferred, to regular chocolate. The findings provide a new option for decreasing chocolate’s sugar content while maintaining its texture and flavor.
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                            January 31, 2024

                            Proteins in milk — not just fat — may help reduce oral burn from spicy food


                            Spicy food lovers know that milk can ease the oral burn, but why? Some believe that fat is the soother, with whole cow’s milk reducing the bite more than low-fat cow’s milk or plant milks. A new study conducted by Penn State food scientists, however, suggests that protein plays a role in cooling the heat sensation, too.
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                            Hybrid Seminar - Genomic variation of Listeria species isolated across the United States reveals ecological adaptation and limited transmission between natural and food-associated environments
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                                252 Erickson Food Science Building

                            


                            

                        

                    

                
            

                

                    
                        
                            Fri

                            Mar

                            15

                        


                        
                            

                            

                        


                    


                    
                        
                            Food and Health Interest Area Visit for Prospective Students

                        


                        
                            
                                March 15, 2024

                                University Park, PA

                            


                            

                        

                    

                
            

                

                    
                        
                            Mon

                            Apr

                            1

                        


                        
                            

                            

                        


                    


                    
                        
                            Business, Education, and Community Interest Area Visit for Prospective Students

                        


                        
                            
                                April 1, 2024

                                University Park, PA

                            


                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

    


    
        
            
                More Events
            

        

    




  












    

  





    

        

            

                 More Content from About the Department

            

            

                

                    

                        
                            About the Department
                        


                        	

                                        

                                            About the Department Overview
                                        
                                
	



            



                

                    Organizations & Societies
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Honors and Awards
                

                
                    Honors and Awards
                    
                

                	
                        

                            Honors and Awards Overview
                        
                    
	



            



                

                    Awards for 2024
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Awards for 2023
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Awards for 2022
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Awards for 2021
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Awards for 2020
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Awards for 2019
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Awards for 2018
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Awards for 2017
                

                

                

            

        



            

        
	



            



                

                    Short Courses & Workshops
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Facilities
                

                
                    Facilities
                    
                

                	
                        

                            Facilities Overview
                        
                    
	



            



                

                    Sensory Evaluation Center
                

                
                    Sensory Evaluation Center
                    
                

                	
                        

                            Sensory Evaluation Center Overview
                        
                    
	



            



                

                    Academic Mission
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Testing Services
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Sensory Evaluation Center Members
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Sign up for taste tests!
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Facilities
                

                

                

            

        



            

        
	



            



                

                    Pilot Plants
                

                
                    Pilot Plants
                    
                

                	
                        

                            Pilot Plants Overview
                        
                    
	



            



                

                    Wet Pilot Plant
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Dry Pilot Plant
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Food Safety Pilot Plant
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Equipment
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Contact Us
                

                

                

            

        



            

        



            

        
	



            



                

                    Alumni and Friends
                

                
                    Alumni and Friends
                    
                

                	
                        

                            Alumni and Friends Overview
                        
                    
	



            



                

                    News and Events
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Alumni Awards
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Food Industry Group
                

                
                    Food Industry Group
                    
                

                	
                        

                            Food Industry Group Overview
                        
                    
	



            



                

                    Membership Information
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Officers, Board Members and Representatives
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Board Meeting Minutes
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Student Leadership Award
                

                

                

            

        



            

        
	



            



                

                    Newsletter
                

                

                

            

        



            

        
	



            



                

                    Support the Department
                

                

                

            

        
	



            



                

                    Contact Us
                

                

                

            

        



                    


                

            

        

    










    

  


    

        

        
            Penn State Berkey Creamery
        
            Recruit Food Science Students
        

        

    

  





  



    

        
            

                

                    

                        Department of Food Science


                    


                    

                        


                            Address


                            202 Rodney A. Erickson Food Science Building

                            


                            University Park,

                            PA

                            16802

                            
                                

                                Directions
                            

                        



                    

                    

                        


                        	
                                Email
                                foodsci@psu.edu
                            
	
                                Office
                                (814) 865-5444
                            
	
                                Fax
                                (814) 863-6132
                            



                        

                            

                	
                        
                            Facebook
                        
                    
	
                        
                            LinkedIn
                        
                    


            
                        


                    


                

            

        

    




  







  










        

        
        Back to Top

            

    
        
            
                

                    

                    

        				Department of Food Science

                    

                

            

            

                

                    

                    	

                                

                                    
                                    About
                                

                            
	

                                

                                    
                                    Directory
                                

                            
	

                                

                                    Department Telephone
                                    814-865-5444
                                

                            
	

                                

                                    Department Email
                                    foodsci@psu.edu
                                

                            
	

                                

                                    
                                        
                                        
                                    

                                    LinkedIn

                                

                            
	

                                

                                    
                                        
                                        
                                    

                                    Facebook

                                

                            


                

            

        

    

    
        
            
            
                

                    

                
            

            
        

        
            
                

                    
                        Privacy and Legal Statements

                        —

                    
                        Accessibility

                        —

                    
                        Penn State Hotlines

                        —

                    

                    ©
                    2024 The Pennsylvania State University

                

            

        

    



            

        

    

        
            
                ×
            
        

        

            

                
                    
                        
                            
                                

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                Explore
                                            

                                        

                                        
                                            	
                                                    
                                                        Degrees & Programs
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Admissions
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Research
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Extension
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        About
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        College Directory
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Contact Us
                                                    
                                                


                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                Information for
                                            

                                        

                                        
                                            	
                                                    
                                                        Students
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Industry
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Alumni
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Faculty & Staff
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Visitors & Public
                                                    
                                                


                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                Request Info
                            
                            
                                Schedule a Visit
                            
                            
                                Apply
                            
                        

                        
                             
                        

                    

                

            

        

    




            

            
            

            

        

